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Abstract
This paper is based on a documentary with the title Counting Sheep. The film is created and directed by Frank Green, a veteran television journalist and documentary film maker, in the year 2004. He got an inspiration from a newspaper article about the endangered wildlife of the Sierra Nevada. Green is from the United states. He has won many national and international awards one of them being the El Dorado which won the Best Film on Mountain environment at the Banff Film Festival in 1997. The film Counting Sheep is about wildlife and specifically an endangered species of bighorn sheep. These species are mainly found in California Sierra Nevada and the last few of the native species of bighorn sheep are fighting for survival. They face threats from mountain lions and wildlife officials are taking measures to protect them. The film ‘Counting Sheep’ captures the plight of the Sierra bighorn with interviews and exquisite footage. It is the first film of one of the most endangered mammals of North America and is a compelling portrait of an endangered species and the usual collaboration between scientists, trackers, ranchers and politicians who are working to ensure that the bighorn sheep continues to exist. The film also raises questions about animal rights and conversation.
Counting Sheep Synopsis
	The filmmaker presents information in a very conversant way where a narrator, Diane Baker narrates the film. These makes the film very interesting and captivating to watch The bighorn sheep once moved around the Sierra Nevada in very large numbers. Bighorn sheep have large curled brown horns that continue to grow throughout their lives. They have survive ddifferent calamities like the last ice age, Indian hunting and hungry Gold Rush miners. Over the years, the bighorn sheep has never been endangered of extinction but in the recent years, their numbers have decreased at a very high rate. During pre-historic times the population is said to have exceeded a thousand individuals and by beginning of the 20th century, the numbers declined to nine known herds. By 1948, only five herds remained. The decline was caused by competition, diseases, unregulated hunting and predation, its main predators being Mountain Lions. By 1995, the population was about a hundred animals and they were listed under the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA). Following the listing, the population went upwards a bit and in 2016, the population estimate was over six hundred animals. (California Department of Fish and Wildlife, 2016)
	The Bighorn sheep have endured many threats but recently they have been fighting for survival due to several factors. The first one is diseases which they contract from domestic sheep which nearly wiped them out. Most recently, threats from wild mountain lions have forced wildlife officials to take extra ordinary measures to protect the bighorn. Sierra Nevada bighorn live in the harshest conditions in very high altitude and their expertise in climbing very steep slopes is their defense against predators yet today that’s not enough. If these species are to survive, it will be due to a handful dedicated people to create a place big enough for the predator mountain lions and the prey bighorn. Some of these dedicated people is a man known as John Wehausen, who is a Ph.D. holder in wildlife biology and has made himself the world biggest expert on the Sierra Bighorn. His goal is to actually bring the bighorn back and he has been researching a lot about the sheep. There’s also another one of his allies known as Jeff Davis, a mountain lion tracker who works with his wife Vicky to make sure the lions keep their distance from the bighorns. This is a measure to help in conservation of these endangered species from their most common predator. 
	The Sierra Nevada bighorn sheep occurs in Tuolumne, Mono, Fresno, Inyo and Tulare counties in California. They live in open upland, montane and alpine habitats with rocky areas along the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada from about four thousand feet to approximately fourteen thousand, five hundred feet. Before the white settlement they lived in the far east. We all know that earlier inhabitants of California hunted big horns and cut a lot of big horns images on big horns for an unknown reason.
Factors Leading to the Extinction of Bighorns
 Human impact on existence of bighorns have been devastating and in the late 1800, many Sierra bighorns died from an infestation of pneumonia bacteria spread by domestic sheep and up to date the domestic sheep still graze on these mountains and the threat continues.  They also die due to avalanche reasons especially from climbing very steep rocky slopes. To maintain a balance in the mountain, the bighorns are sometimes captured and transferred to regions they once inhabited and it helped build the numbers a bit higher. After their transfer the bighorns were noticed to avoid lower attitudes with better vegetation and was not covered by snow in the effort to avoid the lions the predation was very high. Some of the sheep died due to poor diet and they lost their ability to breed healthy lambs or after birth, the lambs die due to poor diet. (Hicks & Hicks, 2017)
Measures to prevent extinction of the big horn sheep
The Yosemite Conservancy has provided funds for thirty years to Yosemite National Park to protect the Sierra Nevada sheep and wildlife manager have re-introduced these species back to the Yosemite habitat. Measures to prevent contact between domestic sheep and goats have been implemented to reduce disease and parasitic infestation. Augmentations and reintroductions are also been done to increase bighorns numbers and their geographic distribution. There is also predator management where some people like Jeff Davis a mountain lion tracker keeps lions away from the bighorns. Management and monitoring of genetic variation is also been used to improve the numbers of these animals.
Conclusion
	After watching the film, it saddens me that the animals that once thousands of them are now facing threats of extinction. The film has very powerful and convincing ideas and it clearly addresses the problems faced by the big horns on their behalf. The film gives details about the environs of these species, the history of these species. The film ends in a very hopeful tune with the measures of preserving these species. According to (California Department of Fish and Wildlife, 2016), another reason for extinction is that their mortality rate is very low as they have a gestation period of six months and gives birth to one lamb per year. However, the bighorn has a long-life span as the oldest known was 17years.
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